
 

A few Mondays ago I was cleaning up the kitchen while Jonathan was watching an educational video for a home school 

assignment.  In my activity I was only half listening to the documentary as it was playing, but suddenly this one-liner 

jumped out at me.  It went something like this... 

"Scholars believe that of the top 1,000 artists, scientists, inventors, musicians, sculptors, architects, etc. over 300 came 

from Florence, Italy." 

"WHAT?!?" I thought, "That's crazy!"  As I cleaned, I continued to ask myself, "What was it about the culture of Florence, 

Italy during those few hundred years of the Renaissance that mass-produced as it were all of these cultural 'world 

changers'?" 

Of course, it didn't take long for mind to segue to my role as a pastor.  As I continued to clean that morning, I asked 

myself, "What kind of church culture would it take for our church to mass produce 'world changers'?" 

This question has dominated my mind and heart for about a month now.  It has caused me to research Florence, Italy, 

the Renaissance, dialogue with the staff, the elders, other pastors, and others regarding this question.  All the while I 

have sought to keep careful notes.  But the most important thing I have done is to take this matter to prayer.  And 

before the Lord I believe I have begun to discern some important insights as to what steps we may need to take as a 

congregation in order to further define a church culture in which we may consistently launch "world changers" for Jesus 

Christ.   

To this end, I am also inviting you the congregation to participate in this important conversation during the next three 

Sunday mornings in the sanctuary at 9am (May 1, 8, 15).  I hope to then have a very similar conversation with our youth 

as well beginning in June.  Please pray with me that God will move by His Spirit to help us discern together His path and 

vision for our church.   

But to get the conversation started, allow me to offer what may be considered a working definition for what it means to 

be a "world changer": 

A World Changer is a Christian who knows his or her God-given SHAPE and CALL and pursues it with PASSION within 

the context of a SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY.  

There's a lot packed in there but let me try to unpack it briefly.  First of all...   

SHAPE 

I believe in the tremendous potential of EVERY believer.  God has uniquely shaped every believer with certain Spiritual 

gifts, Heart-passions, Abilities, Personality traits, and life Experiences that come together to make a very unique and 



powerful tool in His hands.  I think a church of World Changers must be a place that helps people truly discover and 

develop their God-given SHAPE.   

CALL 

I also believe that God has a unique "call" on every believer's life.  And this call will coincide with that believer's SHAPE.  

That is, their unique SHAPE is exactly what is needed to fulfill that particular call.   A call may be defined as "a specific 

urgency, concern, excitement, righteous anger, zeal, etc. to do a particular ACTIVITY, be with or help certain PEOPLE  and 

promote and/or fight for certain CAUSE."  To be clear, this "call" ought to be something that has clearly been stirred up 

by the Holy Spirit, and not simply emotions.  Additionally, this call should be confirmed by several of the following: the 

Scriptures, prayer, spouse, parents (if a minor), ministry experience, and Christian community. 

 

PASSION 

Once God has clarified one's SHAPE and CALL, there is no excuse for not pursuing it with PASSION.  A biblical 

understanding of the word "passion" is perhaps better stated "zeal".  Zeal may be defined as "fervor for a person, cause, 

or object; eager desire or endeavor; enthusiastic diligence; ardor." (www.dictionary.com).    

There are many tremendous examples of people in the Bible (and down throughout church history) of faith and passion.  

The book of Hebrews states that these have been given to us as a "great cloud of witnesses" (that is, spectators in the 

stands of a stadium) cheering us on to run the race that God has set before us!  (Hebrews 12:1-2).   

In Romans 12:11, Paul states that we should "never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord."  I 

want to suggest that this takes work!  As you know, this thing called "life" has a way of putting out the fire in our hearts.  

Thus, we need to "fan into the flame" the gift and call that God has placed upon on our lives (2 Timothy 1:6).   

One final thought on this... Proverbs 19:2 states that zeal without knowledge is not good.  But I want to suggest that 

knowledge without zeal is shameful! 

 SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY 

Finally, world changers are going to need a supportive community in order to develop, grow, and ultimately, be 

launched.  The apostle Paul, seeing the vast spiritual needs of the world before him made this appeal to the church in 

Rome: 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed 

in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 

preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?"  (Romans 10:13-15a) 

Simply put, some of us are called to be "GOers" and others "SENDers".  But it will absolutely require both categories to 

passionately pursue their respective callings.  Again, I believe that any possible "world changer" may only be launched by 

a supportive community.  To that end, our church must be a place where people may identify their SHAPE, discern their 

CALL, and then be challenged to carry out that call with PASSION!  Finally, those of us who are called to be "SENDers" 

must faithfully and passionately pray, give, encourage, and mentor those fledgling World Changers.  We must be like 

Barnabas who believed in a Saul of Tarsus when no one else did (Acts 9:27-28).  Think of the joy Barnabas felt as he later 

watched Saul of Tarsus become Paul the Apostle.   

Church, I believe I speak for all of us when I state this... None of us want to waste time here on earth.  I believe every 

one of us want to live for Christ with everything we are, fully walking in the God-given SHAPE that He has given us, 

pursuing the CALL on our lives with PASSION all within the context of a SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY.   

So... what are we waiting for???   


